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done by one effort in all past time, as in the
providence of God it is now your high privilege
to do. May the vast future not have to lament
that you neglected it."
This persuasive attitude and reluctance to force
the issue had greatly displeased the Abolitionists.
Their most gifted orator, Wendell Phillips, reviled
Lincoln with all the power of his literary genius,
and with a fury that might be called malevolent.
Meanwhile, a Second Confiscation Act proclaimed
freedom for the slaves of all those who supported
the Confederate Government. Horace Greeley
now published in the New York Tribune an edito-
rial entitled, "The Prayer of Twenty Millions/'
He denounced Lincoln's treatment of Fremont and
Hunter and demanded radical action. Lincoln re-
plied in a letter now famous. "I would save the
Union," said he, "I would save it the shortest
way under the Constitution. ... If I could save
the Union without freeing any slave, I would do
it; and if I could save it by freeing some and
leaving others alone, I would also do that. What
I do about slavery and the colored race, I do be-
cause I believe it helps to save the Union; and
what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe
it would help to save the Union."